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COLLECTING 110: HOW TO BUY THAT WATCH



How to Buy a Watch (Part One)
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n the first installment of this se-

ries—Collecting 101 (February

2003, page 120)—we discussed
'I_i'||._ ]‘['-.'hll._l -._]l.]l._ﬁ]_ll.'lr'l::" rh.u d l:.1'll||:,{_"
tor should consider in designing his
collection—matters such as select-
ing a theme, determining a budget,
deciding when to sell and docu-
menting vour collecrion. In this seg-
ment, we will turn to a more focused
topic: points to consider in purchas-

ing a specific warch. Collectors buy

watches with some frequency, but
we can all learn some valuable les-
sons by working through the pur-
chase process, step by step.

In this article, we refer primarily
to the process of purchasing vintage

chronographs—watches that include

Ugly Duckhing? it Icoked like an Ugly

gduckhing (oppos! ‘.E’, eft), but after
removing the worn crystal and bezel and
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both time and stopwatch functions.
Purchasing these older, more com-
plicated, warches involves particular
hazards, and so these vintage chro-
nographs serve well to illustrate the
lessons of buving any timepiece.
However, the principles are the
same with less -;:-.1131;‘-11'-:::1[::..,] watches. sequenc
Perhaps the most important step in
buving a wartch is doing the research
that will allow you to determine spe-
citically what vou are seeking. By

About Our
Curriculum

Just as universities aevelop a

e Of coursas within
each field of study, we have
developed a curriculum for

watch collectors. This past

February we presented
“Collecting 101:
A Primer for Watch
Collectors.” In the
next two installments,
we will present two
addmtional

':' e Pl'.”_l.'lr

courses: "Collecting

110 - How to Buy a

Watch” and "Collecting
120 - How to Sell aWatch,”
then we will move up to the
advanced courses (the "200°
seres) and electives (t

series). These more advanced
courses will cover topics such
as maintaining your watches,

recordkeeping and insurance,

photography for watch

collectors and presenting your

collection on the Web,

185



=
Ll
.
=
=
Bocogrrh tho Ricknne A
Mot L0 LTS LAy L
PP ALY I S N [P R T Ry
Zeis are Qimeremnt. YL il ] L1l g, Tree

researching the details of a particu-
lar make and model, vou will learn
more abour the variations that were
produced, and after a time start to
determine exactly which version
vou are seeking. You mav start off
looking tor one kind of watch, then
a sport watch, then a chronograph,
[]'ll.,"]'l TLATT YWY II q.,ll"'ﬂ-'!'l IO TWO O '.l"l.'l'l.,"L'
brands, then to a specific brand and
product line. Almost in a spiral pat-
tern, you will cast aside models and
examples that don't interest you and
narrow vour focus to the specific
models that do. Seemingly unim-
portant differences may significantly
affect the desirability of a particular
watch, as well as pricing. Thorough
rL'Hi.,'iITLl'l 'ﬁ'ill |||||.'l'|'|.' ¥ To q._lk_'[!_'i._”l d
fake or put-together warch, and also
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lay the sroundwork tor vou to deter-
'||'|i'|'|l,,' recent |‘ri-..'|:-~ [I"l.!r .I'I.E'n.'i,," I"'I,,"'l.'r'l.

paid for the warch.

While there are books on watch-
es in general, specific categories
of warches (sports, chronographs,
military, dive, etc.), specific brands
and even specific models, often the
quickest, easiest and most in-depth
informarion resides on the Interner.
There are entire sites devoted to a
specitic brand or model and others
with collecrions of articles. Seek
them out, read them and seek out
more. Doing the research ro learn
.|It\"l.'l'|E| [l'E'L' '|'|.:|||,_|'|l,,""l VLD T0LAN '|"|J[""l|]'i.'
will enhance the collecting experi-
ence and will surely pay dividends
in the tuture when it comes time o

L r1lil||". I!'Iil:]M.I.' LR l":xi.

Searches for watches can be broken
down into two broad categories—
attempts to find a specitic watch that
VO Want Lo ["'l.l]';._']'l:l"-\-l.," |,r-.'r l,_"'\..lEl'lF"']L'.
a white-dialed Heuer Carrera from
the early 1960s) and instances in
'L".'.rll_l,_'l"l_ Wi dAre }‘r-.ﬂ.‘.'hi[]'i_' TOT Any |i':|||'|'_'
that might be inreresting (for ex-
ample, the results of a Google search
tor “vintage chronographs”). While
these searches might seem dissimi-
lar, the same approaches will often
be used in both scenarios. Here are
ST Of |.|'||._"*-|._' .IF'["FI.'IH!.'I‘EL'H | £ ril".-.ljll'l:_‘
vintage warches:

Search eBay: In 2003, the most
common place to start looking for
almost anvthing that yvou might
want to collect is eBav. Whatever
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vour brand, whatever vour style,
whatever your budget, eBay is a logi-
cal first destination in vour search.
Whether or not vou will ultimately
purchase a watch through this site,
on any given day eBay will have
more versions of more watches than
any other destination—bricks-and-
mortar or online. Larer, we will con-
sider some of the specific hazards in
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Transformation: The Carrera on the upper left shows considerable wear,

t & very different look

purchasing watches through e¢Bay.
For the moment, however, we are
using eBay only as a reference twol.
We want to see the variations of a
particular model, to ger a feel for
what's offered and available, to re-
view the descriptions and to get
a teel tor prices. In this, there are
hardly any hazards ar all.

Check Online Dealer Sites: A

A replacement of the dial and restoration of the hands and case gives

search of online warch dealers will
rake you across a broad range of
dealers, from those who show hun-
dreds of warches and change their
listings on a daily basis, to dealers
who may list only a few watches at
a time. Search for dealers online via
Goorele or Yahoo or for ones who
advertise in watch publications.
Ower time vou will notice thar most
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dealers and collectors have an eve
ar taste for certain stvles of warches
as well as certain eras and price e
or brand ranges. Bookmark your
favorite sellers, visit them otten and
':I.,'” |-!'|L'|'.| Lk }'..n‘ I OVEN WOMAT %A '."'l! ._:'\-I
Participate on Internet discus-
sion boards: There are websites thar
provide information

for most o |i!":-'.' FLRA JLIT W Ifn.l'. :"I.I:'I..l“-.

.ll"-.._ L1

You can post a “want to buy” mes-
S, look through the “tor sale”
listings, ask questions and gather
ntormation all |'.-*I1;: the way. As
vou immerse yourself in the or

line community thar focuses on a
particular brand or stvle of warch,

vou build a network ot tellow

188

. the htwt “finds
allv come from the most
LH 1Jh1x places and are
ifetime bargains.

Itu]umt

collectors who 1
vour search while you learn from the
e it is unlikely thar
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chances of success increase consid-

% viou feach ol

nerwork of collectors.
Work the Network:

the channels we have sugeested of-

fers two possibilities. Most obvious-
lv. vou can see whar is on the mar-
ket and for sale right now. But the

u

real value of each ot these cha
is also tound in the opportunity ti
meet the people who are most likely
o have or w
dream watch ar some point in the

tuture. If you are swapping e-mail
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Y |."' |5 ek
MessATes WIlN an eDay sclier Wil

is offerine a Rolex Submariner, ask
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whether he might have anv worth-
while leads on a Sea-Dweller. [t may
be sitring on his desk, awaiting the
photo session and description to be
listed later that night. Just as likely,
he mav have a flea market buddy
or warchmaker friend wi
that he might wanr o sell or he may
COME ACTOSS Vot .L'~|i;.| warch days
ar 'I-"-'l.'l.'l'-:"' AteT vour Cony CHCN
Call or Visit "Inur L ma]
”l::ll:.rl-l It vou live in a city that

!'I.I= l.| LT I'. Wil -.:. ACAIETS, I |

-'F" [ Ime hu 1 VIsID Or place a
‘ - ]

WL s II "=|::1'...:r|'-.. I Nere ane |_EL_'.:I'

2rs '-."'-IE-' MAIncaimn i!'. e INVEenio-
ries but are not established on the
[nternet who are happy to respond
to telephone inguiries or seek to
ril'l-\.l o E"'.'.lr.iL :.'i.'.! WAl .:': LIPSIE YORAT T
quest. Maintain contact with these
dealers on a frequent enough basis
r|| 1 -r|!'|."'| ||.'|'|'.'i.".!|-:"'l.'| YVIOOLET W "| :'.‘!"
ind will think of v
watch arrives

Look in the "'nfw-t Unli l-.-.h'

Places: [f vou're not having luck

1 .
I WHRen the reint

in the most likely |-|.=H-~ STATT
looking in less likely areas. Visit
flea markers, thrift stores, carace
.'::'I-\.E CsTATE = !i'.."" .:.:"!-\.E !'_;'-_'\. 4] "1.."Il'i"'\-.
On the other side of town, a
|||"¢:|||".. '.'-..Iix'i'l .\_‘il,,'.!..l,,'r My E"'l,,' Tk
:l":.lr'.'-\.i [ "H\.\,'li | |'.!!.'I-\.Eil,,'|":!.i.'i\il,,"
watch that it has taken in trade.
Frequently, the best “finds" have
actually come from the most

likely places and are once-in-a-

liretime |‘.'.|'-_'.-.'.:'.=.

ST COLl@CTor

L | r|Il.' Wi, I

-\.I'k."'- L5 L i" Chelr own CcheCKilsls Ol
questions to ask betore bidding on
A IVDIcal l\.!".i.l.\,.'\.l:‘\-' [LW A
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something i-L; this:

B YWhen was the warch last serviced,
ind whar was done!
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rime! Are the chronograph func-

10Ns (STAT. "':-'r. FesCAret, '-!-"'j"' ﬂl‘il.i
reset) accurate and crisp!

B | the dial absolutely perfect or
Ll WOrL -\.:."'n.""n.'ll-:""\' AT |:|.°Irl\:". ]
SCTALL E'Ii."‘- M l\.l|l':\.'| |'|'.||.'\'1.':|.l.'l\. | il"':'hl"-..\I

B Can vou confirm thar the dial is
wriginal and has not been refinished,
EL'!'.15I1'.-'.'.|. n--rnn;J O r|._'I.'-II-L_'|‘.k'd.'

B Y har is the condition of 1

Anv scratches, nicks, wear-through!

]
||.|.I [ bl

Has the case been polished or is it
ywriginal !
B Whanr

h! Most purchases are “as is"
a problem

is warranted with rthe

but what if vou discover

with the warch thar isn’t

".l".-':-

' Z.i...2| '|_'|-.5...-'.=

e TCRec] Vo JdOn [ NESe The WatCn:
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B What torm of pavment will the

seller offer a return if vou

"'i.”'.l':'.-\.:_.:.ll'.'. |'I||.".'I||.|'IL |' ‘I‘*l\."
shipment are available?

It these questions aren't covered
in the description of the watch, then
YL "-l'll.l:\.ll..l "-L'll-\.i :lll.' *--.'?.-.'r Al I,_"l'l!.‘lll
message asking for the informartion.
Be sure to I«L' vour questions before

Asking after

|"i-\. II.|‘. LMD !.I:-i.'.

[ Ilrl.'.l'._'.!| Ter url‘-x
the fact is vy
1

In addition o

ibout the physical condition of the

'..."!l. S0 JLIE =[1OTES
warch, ir is worthwhile o ask about
the watch's history. Knowing wherh-
er the seller boughr the watch new
in 1969 and wore it onlv on special
CHO L ASLLITS ¥ '.l"|||'.-\.:. IT Af a |;l,,' 1 11 |rLC|,_'|
last week would likely affect vour bid
tor the watch. If the seller bought it

[%
new in 1969, thar will |

ikely elimi-
nate any concerns abour authen
ticity. The gentleman who had the
market may be
satistied with a quick deal, ar some-
thing below the marker price, if he
ick cash tor tomor-
row’s trip to the flea marker.

lucky tind ar the flea

needs some qu
il TN LR RT L, .||'-":.|| ||'I|.' .:'II"".-"'!".
of the piece may provide some in-

feresting Information and affect

described
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Made in Germany

THE UTS 3,000Meter Diver
Handmade in Munich Germany
Industrial Strength Precision
Watches for Extreme Conditions
Limited to 200 per series.
43MM Diameter, 16MM Height,
Locking Bezel, 5MM
Sapphire Crysial,

Swiss ETA movement

UTS Watches Agent for
North & South America,
UK & Caribbean
sales@utswalches.com
(281) 636-6226
WWW UTSWATCHES.COM
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our valuation and bidding straregy.
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Engaging in some sort of dialog with
the seller may also prove useful in
giving you some comfort that you

are dealing with an honest seller.

If a picture is worth a thousand words

I_I.I'lq.!-,_'l_' I‘.,-.lrl'll.i-l I.,irl. UMmsrances, [|.'lL"|'I

all the more so when evaluating a

O |E'II.'

vintage watch being offere
Internet. Unless a watch is in true
mint or “new old stock™ condition,
then the photographs will be critical
in vour evaluation ot the warch.
Study the photographs caretully,

and then studv them again—the ex-

190

citement of finding a watch may lead
vou to overlook important details.
Check the photographs and descrip-
rions to be certain that you haven't
missed some derail thar will matter
to vou when vou see the watch in

the meral. Many modern comput-

ers have the ability to zoom in on an

image. Learn the command and use
it! If the photographs provided don't
cover all sides of the watch or don't
show the derails vou need 1o see, ask
the seller to pro wide additional [*|1-1-
In:r.lphw.

Photographs ot the movement
may be particularly revealing. You
are checking for the authenticity of

the movement and high-resolurion

N
§

wtos will often provide a win-
dow into the history of the wartch.
Too many scratches and nicks, and
VO Can assume rl"'..ll an I.II'|-L1||-'.'-.:.
watchmaker has left his mark on
the watch. A movement in mint
condition can help to confirm that
ll is well with the warch you are
examining.
I'I_I_n-\,,:l d IMiIne .I'lill "!l'\:.'u'l.l.ll.l TAlse A :-'u.l'lw.i
flag that the watch may have a re-

placement or refinished dial.

_J'. WOIrn moveIment I"L"

_"!';'- ".':‘|;|,|l."‘- Lol '-\.".['|r-|'_"l:.' '-'|i||l.'|'|.'.."'- .l'lﬁ'\.'L'
[ EXS A "-\-|r-.l['|2|". 1IN recent vears, [h‘.'
temptation to produce fakes and
frauds has followed. The variety of
:.HL:L"'- 15 Al 1_"'.'1_'-|'I'!"'L"'I'Il.'r .r.l.'ll LY One
evaluatinge the 1,"'.'.1'.':3‘|.|=;' of a Vintace
watch. Among the many varieries
of fakes, we are seeing a) “franken”
watches, made by combining pileces
from different watches, sometimes
trom the same brand, ro produce a
complete watch; b) phoney watches,
I'I'I_;ill.,il._' |:"'-. rl,,'-EI'I.IfI\C i'I'IE | l.IE|il| .It"h.:l TOYe-
ment from a less valuable brand ro
create a more valuable warch (for
-;'x:|:11[“|-..'. SOMmeone can t :'.-u.' d -
name chronograph from t
and add the Carrera name to
dial with the '!"qu.lﬂ.:l.' also receiving

the Heuer name): and ¢) full fakes,

e ...";l::\':"

e

in which everv element of a warch
is produced as a knock-off of the real
thing. Wirness the thousands of fake
Rolexes produced annually and sold
for a small fraction of the price of
the eenuine arricle

Turning from the warches to
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I]"IL' ""L'”.L':I-:".. we are "'1,,"'..'|E\I:: rl.'il{ld 111
the theft of seller identities, in the
theft of photos and even in the cre-
AC1OnN l.'l!. I-!':ll.ll.llllr.'r'l.f ESCTOW SErvVICEs.
Do whatever vou can to validare the
authenticity of the seller, just as you
would examine the warch itself.

It vou are considering an eBay
purchase, scrutinize the seller’s
feedback, contact people he's done
business with (especially if vou
know them from elsewhere like
discussion torums) and ask for ref-
erences. "I.'.'lll Ay r';_'L'l .:11|'I..1-; "."-'.Irn_l
asking for references; however, you
will teel much worse if a fraudulent
“seller” victimizes you.

We will devore a furure install-

ment of this series to the subject of

o o o e s
- TR R e e e M
FINal LeCK WO Frakes: selier Qescrioed i as

B N ) [P N oy LR (et R oy [ 11 P ———

BNoLo reveals are SN kgl (I3t Wil regL
FEmIERAre arm A e mer e il i e o s
regisiers ang Om-rente K IS SMUOEed dt 1l

these trauds and fakes, but the point
|'lt'l'|.‘ 15 'I]"lil:f VOr |._'.|'|l;_'-;._'1.;|i.=~[ tor []1:_'
purchase of any watch should in-
clude a caretul analvsis of whether
the watch is what it appears to be
and whether the seller is who he or
she appears to be.

Look tor “Collecting 110 (Part
Two): Making the Bid and Bringing
it Home" in a furure issue. .

Chuck Maddox colleces modern and
vintage chronographs and hoses his oum
site of articles at hup:ffhome . xnet.com/
~cmaddoxfem3articles. hrml

Jeff Stein collects vintage chrono-
eraphs and is the creator of Onthedash.
com, an onling guide to Heuer chro-
1l||1:'r.;[f1.r'|~..
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Introducing
Engineer Hydrocarbon
Chronograph

# Self-powered micro ¢ Titanium Case that is

gas lights that glow 100 T.500) (3= shock resisiance
timies brighter than x :

luminous paint for more " ‘ANT-MagnCiic o

than 2% vears 12,0000 Ay

+ Patenied crown
protection system (Patent
Pending #130 912)

¢ Uni directional rotating
60 min bexel imegrated
with Luminova

o 300 meter water

« =40 de cold
e resistance

temperatune endurance
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